
Chesterfield County Planning Commission
ZOMod Advisory Committee

(July 20 -21, 2021)

Chesterfield County

Zoning Ordinance Modernization Project
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Implement Comp Plan
Protect neighborhoods

Quality design
Resource Protection

Infrastructure

Respect market demands
Support economic development / 
redevelopment
Respect context
Keep it simple
Minimize variances, nonconformities



Introduction

What is a code?

Why categorize them?

What are the types of codes?

Why pick one?

What then?



Mixed-Use Development 

Design and Placemaking

Connectivity

Infrastructure

Housing

Civic Space

Transitions

Uses

Transportation

Energy / Environment

Revitalization

Process



Guiding Principles
1. Comprehensive 

framework

2. Quality places

3. User-friendly

4. Community 
support

5. Make the right 
things easy

6. Update with best 
practices

7. Improve digital / 
online access

8. Right -size

9. Clear processes

10.Avoid 
nonconformities



Zoning Approaches
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Approach to land use

Approach to site design

Approach to building design

Infrastructure design and management

How processes work

How information is communicated



Categorizing

Codes share similar features

Issue identification

Selecting an approach

Issue spotting

Legal issues



Our criteria

Legal authority

Efficiency

Flexibility

Environment

Housing

Nuisance prevention

Community character

Design quality

Problem solving

Complexity



Mandatory 
standards 

Point systems Lists
Discretionary 

review
Incentives

Optional 
(permitted)

Results

Control

Controversial

Litigation potential

Acceptability

Flexibility

Disregard

Administration



X= Advantage | W= Disadvantage 

Approach
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Compatibility X X W W X *

Predictability X W X W W *

Flexibility W X W W X *

Placemaking W X X X X *

Familiarity X X W W W *

Streamlining W W X X X *

Complexity X W W W W *





Conventional Zoning


